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Balmes, military commander of Las Palmas, had been killed
by the bullet of a revolver which he was trying out in the target
field of that city. He was the first victim of the movement,
for the general had for many days been experimenting with
firearms, "so that when the moment arrived the youths would
be provided with a useful weapon and not something useless."
Balrnes was in close touch with Franco. He knew what was
being planned in all its details, he was in full agreement,
and was to be substitute general commandant.
Franco, saddened by the news, called the War Ministry
to tell them that he planned to go to Las Palmas to attend
the burial. On asking for this permission, the general turned
to those who were around him, and said, "Probably they
will take advantage of this occasion to dismiss me."
But that was not the case. The sub-secretary of war, in
the name of the minister, authorized him to make the trip,
and at twelve-thirty o'clock that night General Franco, with
his wife and daughter, embarked on the inter-insular ship
Fieray Clavijo. His adjutants accompanied him, four officers
as guards, two infantrymen and two artillerymen, and the
fiscal judge, Martinez Fusset,
All of the officers of the garrison and many other private
citizens were at the pier. The general carried as his only
baggage a small valise which contained a black suit. The
siren screamed long and loudly and the farewells began.
Franco, without showing the emotion that ran through his
soul, embraced his companions with words of encourage-
ment and confidence. Colonel Gonzales Peral was the last
one to see him off.
"God be with you, my general/' he said.
"I hope so," answered Franco.
The boat glided out into the Atlantic night. Very soon
the point where sky and sea met was a diadem of glimmering
lights in infinity, surrounded by shadows. The people on the